
Project Introduction

The goal of the project is demonstration of the feasibility of Friction Stir Weld
(FSW) assessment by novel Nonlinear Time Reversal Acoustic (TRA) method.
Time reversal acoustic focusing provides the means to concentrate sound
energy at any point in a material, inducing elastic nonlinear effects in the focal
area. The level on nonlinearity depends on crack and defect presence and
measurements of nonlinear effects in TRA focused wave are the basis of the
proposed Nonlinear TRA NDE method. This method is especially sensitive to
detection of kissing bond that is difficult to detect by other methods. The
experimental setups for measurements of local nonlinearity in FSW will be
developed and results of the measurements will be compared with the
standard weld NDE methods including dye penetrant, radiographic and
ultrasonic inspection.
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